Date 01.07 [N] [C]| [M]

P 06

BRIDGE

6 JULY Ist, 1998 — No. 3

“*BRIDGE

coercion and HIV

study of HIV infection and fe-

male coercion in Uganda found
no difference in HIV prevalence
between men and women reporting
coercion and those who did not.

And neither the men nor women
interviewed appear to be changing
their habits because of AIDS.

“The fear of HIV does not appear
to play a role either in men’s likeli-
hood [to coerce], or in women’s like-
lihood of refusing sex,” Lynn Paxton
of the Rakai Project told an oral ses-
sion yesterday.

Almost a quarter of the 5,000 wo-
men interviewed said they had been
coerced to have sex. Around 10% of
the 4,000 men in the study said they
had coerced their partners. Most
coercive relationships were reported
between spouses, rape being consid-
ered something done primarily by
“strangers.”

Paxton says she was herself surpri-
sed by the absence of a link between
coercion and HIV. But she notes that
the high incidence of coercion re-
flects women’s lower status and calls
for efforts to change beliefs. “Culture

can and does change all the time,”
she stresses. “When it comes to
sexual and physical coercion, this is
both a desirable and reachable goal.”

Ana Maria Pluciennik of Sao
Paulo Health Services reported that
Brazilian women are increasingly vul-
nerable to HIV. In 1983, cases
among men outnumbered women 16
to one; in 1996, the ratio was three
to one.

Her study recommended training
courses for maternity clinic staff, to
help them diagnose, treat and pre-
vent STDs. It also stressed dissemi-
nation of information on family
planning, adequate prenatal and
delivery care, and distribution of
educational materials and condoms.

Participants also heard about a
study of mothers and daughters in
Puerto Rico, where AIDS is the lead-

Ugandan study shows no link between

ing cause of death among women
aged 20-39, and where 20% of live
births are born to mothers in their
teens. The research revealed a lack of
knowledge about STDs and HIV, as
well as an absence of communication
on sexual matters.

“The girls expressed an ideal of
open communication which is far
from reality,” said panellist Ruth
Nina-Estrella.

Condom use soars after intervention, China

fforts to increase knowledge

and awareness of AIDS and
STDs and increase the rate of
condom use among female sex wor-
kers in Yunan, China have been ex-
tremely successful.

In an oral presentation yesterday,
Dr. Zunyou Wu of the Yunan AIDS
Centre said these results were achiev-
ed after repeated discussions with fe-
male sex workers, production of video
and audio tapes, and distribution of
educational materials and condoms in

the towns of Chengjiang, Ruili and
Longchuan.

Among 297 sex workers taking part
in Wu’s research, knowledge about
the routes of HIV transmission in-
creased from 18% to 98% in Cheng-
jiang, from 44% to 80% in Ruili, and
from 0% to 59% in Longchuan.

Awareness that condoms reduce
the risk of HIV/STD infection sky-
rocketed from 58% to 99% in Cheng-
jiang, 55% to 91% in Ruili, and 55 to
90% in Longchuan. The result was
that condom use by sex workers in-

creased from 31% to 77% in Cheng-
jiang, 51% to 75% in Ruili and 39 to
41% in Longchuan.

Wu explains that the Yunan AIDS
Centre prefers to use health workers
and establishment (brothel) owners to
conduct awareness programmes be-
cause of the “high mobility and low
respectability” of female sex workers.
Female sex workers tend to migrate
from town to town after stays of be-
tween two days to two months, and it
is difficult to enlist them in peer edu-
cation programmes.
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